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COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits 
| | the European search report 
f~l the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 
□ the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 



El 



the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 157(2) EPC 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 

□ Abstract □ Title □ Figure 

(~l The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 

[~| The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that it better characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 

Figure: 

Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 1 0 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 



□ 



Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



see sheet B 



□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 

□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 



Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 

1-2, 7-12 (partially); 3-6, 13 (completely) Relating to 
Seq.Id.Nos. 1/32 and 31 = Invention 1 and 29 



□ None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

Invention 1: claims 1-2, 7-12 (partially); 3-6, 
13 (completely), 



A DNA related to IgA nephropathy gene, said DNA being 
selected from the group consisiting of (a) a DNA comprising 
the nucleotide sequence represented by Seq. Id. No. 1; (b) a 
DNA encoding a protein comprising the amino acid sequence 
represented by Seq. Id. No. 32; transformants , proteins, 
antibodies, and methods relating thereto. 



Invention 2: claims 1-2, 7-12 (partially) 

A DNA related to IgA nephropathy gene, said DNA being 
selected from the group consisiting of a DNA comprising the 
nucleotide sequence represented by Seq. Id. No. 3 and 
methods relating thereto. 



Invention 3-29: claims 1-2, 7-12 (partially) 



the same as subject 2, however relating to Seq. Id. No. 4; 
5; ... 31; 



European Patent SUPPLEMENTARY Application Number 

° ffiCe EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT EP 97 94 6124 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 




Category 


oiictnuit (jt uocumem wuii niuiLetuuii, wnyiu dppiupiicutr, 


nfc?it?Vdl It 


CLASSIFICATION OF THE 




of relevant passages 


to claim 




X 


DATABASE EMBL 'Online! 


1-13 


C12N15/12 




10 October 1996 (1996-10-10) 




C07K14/47 




"Human cosmid LUCA22" 




C12Q1/68 




retrieved from EBI 




A61K38/17 




Database accession no. U73168 




C12P21/02 




XP002211419 




G01N33/53 




❖Invention 1; Seq. Id. Nos. 1/32* 




G01N33/577 




99.459% identity in 2220 nt overlap to 








Seq. Id. Nos. 1. '2663-444:27682-29894! 








* abstract * 






X 


— 

DATABASE SWISSPROT 'Online! 


1-13 






1 October 1996 (1996-10-01) 








"LUCA15" 








retrieved from EBI 








Database accession no. P52756 
















*Invention 1; Seq. Id. Nos. 1/32* 








99% identity in 139aa overlap to Seq. Id. 








No. 32 '1-139:1-139! 








* abstract * 
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set of claims valid and available at the start of the search. 







Place of search 
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Date of completion of the search 

22 April 2003 



Examiner 

Petri, B 
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document 
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